
Guide for Finding Textbooks 
Buying or renting used textbooks can be cost-effective and easy! Add to your personal 
library and keep reference materials on hand even when they aren’t available digitally or 
at the library. 

Use the ISBN to search for the book online. 
This ensures that you have the correct editions, but it is still good to double check. 

Begin with a general Google search of the ISBN or try your local library catalogs. 
Sometimes books are available for free from other sources!

These websites often list affordable textbooks for purchase or rental:
• Abe Books
• TextBooks.com
• Better World Books
• Thrift Books
• Amazon

Tips and Tricks:
• Compare textbooks from multiple vendors for the best price.
• Older editions are always cheaper. Ask your professor if an older edition will 

suffice.
• Use the rental option when available as this is always cheaper. They are usually 

in good condition and you are still able to take notes in them.

If you are unsure or have any questions, it is best to reach out to your professor for the 
correct version of your textbook.

https://www.abebooks.com/?&cm_mmc=ggl-_-COMUS_Young_Brand-_-naa-_-naa&gclid=Cj0KCQjw-_j1BRDkARIsAJcfmTEDWJDETXnFkbb7Jn0eUJsyeBRrYCUyb6QChnXGNUcpCGQkHkVXwEsaApqgEALw_wcB
https://www.textbooks.com/
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw-_j1BRDkARIsAJcfmTHkQHtbccPpsPDmpOuhYuKtYhTEQcdRFlDXOnXIf4mWU4d27gI3F-AaArMTEALw_wcB
https://www.thriftbooks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/

