
   

This month we celebrate Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. Learn more 
about the cultures, customs, traditions, and contributions of this community with some of these 
great reads.  Below, find Sage Library’s latest ebook acquisitions. Click on the book title to 
access the ebook directly from EBSCO. 

Making Paper Cranes: Toward an Asian American Feminist Theology 

by Mihee Kim-Kort 

Drawing on memories of making paper cranes with her mother at the kitchen table, 
Mihee Kim-Kort begins with one of her favorite stories from childhood about the 
tradition of making a thousand cranes. Intrigued by the symbol of the crane, she 
explores the migrations and movements of the community of Asian American 

women. What results is a theological endeavor that engages the social histories, literary texts, 
and narratives of Asian American women as well as the constructive theologies of feminist and 
liberation theologians. But, it is ultimately one young woman’s embrace of living into this 
community and identity, and articulating a particular theology that is hopefully accessible to all 
who have experienced powerlessness and marginalization. 

Faithful Generations: Race and New Asian American Churches 

by Russell Jeung 

Faithful Generations details the significance of religion in the construction of Asian 
American identity. As an institutional base for the movement toward Asian American 
pan ethnicity, churches provide a space for theological and political reflection and 
ethnic reinvention. 

With rich description and insightful interviews, Russell Jeung uncovers why and how Chinese 
and Japanese American Christians are building new, pan-Asian organizations. Detailed surveys 
of over fifty Chinese and Japanese American congregations in the San Francisco Bay area 
show how symbolic racial identities structure Asian American congregations. Evangelical 
ministers differ from mainline Christian ministers in their construction of Asian American identity. 
Mobilizing around these distinct identities, evangelicals and mainline Christians have developed 
unique pan-Asian styles of worship, ministries, and church activities. Portraits of two churches 
further illustrate how symbolic racial identities affect congregational life and ministries. The book 
concludes with a look at Asian American–led multiethnic churches. 
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Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning 
by Cathy Park Hong 

Poet and essayist Cathy Park Hong fearlessly and provocatively blends memoir, 
cultural criticism, and history to expose fresh truths about racialized consciousness 
in America. Part memoir and part cultural criticism, this collection is vulnerable, 
humorous, and provocative—and its relentless and riveting pursuit of vital questions 

around family and friendship, art and politics, identity and individuality, will change the way you 
think about our world. 

Binding these essays together is Hong’s theory of “minor feelings.” As the daughter of Korean 
immigrants, Cathy Park Hong grew up steeped in shame, suspicion, and melancholy. She would 
later understand that these “minor feelings” occur when American optimism contradicts your 
own reality—when you believe the lies you’re told about your own racial identity. Minor feelings 
are not small, they’re dissonant—and in their tension Hong finds the key to the questions that 
haunt her.  

With sly humor and a poet’s searching mind, Hong uses her own story as a portal into a deeper 
examination of racial consciousness in America today. This intimate and devastating book 
traces her relationship to the English language, to shame and depression, to poetry and female 
friendship. A radically honest work of art, Minor Feelings forms a portrait of one Asian American 
psyche—and of a writer’s search to both uncover and speak the truth. 

 Asian Christian Theology: Evangelical Perspectives 
 by Timoteo D. Gener and Stephen T Pardue 

Asian Christian Theology provides a survey of contextually reflective, robustly 
evangelical theology for students to engage with the core doctrines of Christianity 
and their outworking in different cultures across Asia. The contributors of the 

chapters come from all corners of Asia to systematically examine traditional doctrinal 
themes and contemporary concerns for the Asian church. Ideal for use as a companion textbook 
in Asian seminaries and institutions, this book will also provide excellent further reading for 
those outside of Asia seeking global theological perspectives, and for those in contexts of 
significant Asian diaspora. Many excellent books surveying theology exist, but this book is a 
major step forward for students and scholars seeking to understand the dynamic environment of 
evangelical theology in Asia. 
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Intersecting Realities: Race, Identity, and Culture in the Spiritual-Moral Life of 
Young Asian Americans 

by Hak Joon Lee and Ken Fong 

Experiencing racial marginalization in society and pressures for success in family, 
Asian American Christian young adults must negotiate being socially underpowered, 

culturally dissonant, and politically marginal. To avoid misunderstandings and conflicts within 
and without their communities, more often than not they hide their true thoughts and emotions 
and hesitate to engage in authentic conversations outside their very close-knit circle of friends. 
In addition, these young adults might not find their church or Christian fellowship to be a safe 
and hospitable place to openly struggle with all of these sorts of questions, all the while lacking 
adequate vocabulary or resources to organize their thoughts. This book responds to these 
spiritual-moral struggles of Asian American young people by theologically addressing the issues 
that most intimately and immediately affect Asian American youths' sense of identity--God, race, 
family, sex, gender, friendship, money, vocation, the model minority myth, and community-- 
uniquely and consistently from the contexts of Asian American young adult life. Its goal is to help 
young Asian Americans develop a healthy, balanced, organic sense of identity grounded in a 
fresh and deeper understanding of the Christian faith. 

Mothers' Darlings of the South Pacific: The Children of Indigenous Women 
and U.S. Servicemen, World War II 
by Judith A. Bennett 

Based on interviews conducted with many of these American-indigenous children 
and several of the surviving mothers, Mothers’ Darlings of the South Pacific explores 
the intimate relationships that existed between untold numbers of U.S. servicemen 

and indigenous women during the war and considers the fate of their mixed-race children. 
These relationships developed in the major U.S. bases of the South Pacific Command, from 
Bora Bora in the east across to Solomon Islands in the west, and from the Gilbert Islands in the 
north to New Zealand, in the southernmost region of the Pacific. 

The American military command carefully managed interpersonal encounters between the 
sexes, applying race-based U.S. immigration law on Pacific peoples to prevent marriage “across 
the color line.” For indigenous women and their American servicemen sweethearts, legal 
marriage was impossible; giving rise to a generation of fatherless children, most of whom grew 
up wanting to know more about their American lineage. Mothers’ Darlings of the South Pacific 
traces these children’s stories of loss, emotion, longing, and identity—and of lives lived in the 
shadow of global war. Each chapter discusses the context of the particular island societies and 
shows how this often determined the ways intimate relationships developed and were 
accommodated during the war years and beyond. 

Oral histories reveal what the records of colonial governments and the military have largely 
ignored, providing a perspective on the effects of the U.S. occupation that until now has been 
disregarded by Pacific war historians. The richness of this book will appeal to those interested 
the Pacific, World War II, as well as intimacy, family, race relations, colonialism, identity, and the 
legal structures of U.S. immigration. 
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Asian and Asian American Women in Theology and Religion: Embodying 
Knowledge 
by Kwok Pui-lan 

This book presents personal narratives and collective ethnography of the 
emergence and development of Asian and Asian American women’s scholarship in 
theology and religious studies. It demonstrates how the authors’ religious 

scholarship is based on an embodied epistemology influenced by their social 
locations. Contributors reflect on their understanding of their identity and how this changed over 
time, the contribution of Asian and Asian American women to the scholarship work that they do, 
and their hopes for the future of their fields of study. The volume is multi-religious and 
intergenerational, and is divided into four parts: identities and intellectual journeys, expanding 
knowledge, integrating knowledge and practice, and dialogue across generations.   

 

Mangoes or Bananas?: The Quest for an Authentic Asian Christian Theology 

by Hwa Yung 

Over the past few decades there has been a growing awareness of the need for 
contextual theologies throughout Asia. Based on the premise that theology and 
mission are inseparable, the author applies four missiological criteria to 

representative examples of Protestant Asian writings to assess their adequacy or otherwise as 
contextual theologies. 

 

What Is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics? Reading the New Testament 

by Tat-siong Benny Liew 

What Is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics? has not caused me to question that 
judgment. A set of provocative questions, arguments, issues, and problems, the 
book opens a window onto what it means for human beings to try to negotiate a 

rather complex contemporary world, with evidence of increasingly blurred but also thick 
ideological and social-cultural boundaries and overlapping but also recognizable and isolable 
identity formations. That Liew does this by using and bringing together the category "Asian 
American" and the phenomenon of the reading of "the Bible" as sharp analytical wedge is all the 
more fascinating. This impressive book represents the collapse of the center and a major shift in 
orientation to the peripheries. It is a major achievement and a major challenge." ―Vincent L. 
Wimbush, Claremont Graduate University 

This is the first single-authored book on Asian American biblical interpretation. It covers all of the 
major genres within the New Testament and broadens biblical hermeneutics to cover not only 
the biblical texts, but also Asian American literature and current films and events like genome 
research and September 11. Despite its range, the book is organized around three foci: 
methodology (the distinguishing characteristics or sensibilities of Asian American biblical 
hermeneutics), community (the politics of inclusion and exclusion), and agency. The work 
intentionally affirms Asian America as a pan-ethnic coalition while acknowledging the differences 
within it. In other words, it attempts to balance Asian American pan-ethnicity and heterogeneity, 
or coalition building and identity politics. 
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 Being Religious Interreligiously: Asian Perspectives on Interfaith Dialogue 

 by Peter C. Phan 

Peter Phan, who is both Vietnamese and American, knows the stresses of 
intercultural and interreligious living. Phan reflects on cultural diversity in spiritual 
life. Above all, he reflects on the question, how much uniformity will people in a 
postmodern world tolerate in life, liturgy, and denominational self-definition? 
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